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Infant attachment pattern in common marmosets: influence of parenting styles and
comparison with human attachment system

Kuroda, Kumi
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250

Marmosets cooperatively care infants by both parents and older siblings with

intricate vocal communications, thus serve as an ideal model of family rearing of human infants.
Analyses of dyadic interactions between an infant and each caregiver in brief separation-reunion
sessions have identified large individual variations of parenting parameters, such as sensitivity to

infant distress and tolerance to infant carrying, yielding a wide range of total infant care.
Toward an insensitive caregiver, infants show indistinct relief of distress signaling after reunion,
and with a rejective caregiver, infants avoid physical contact. Marmoset infants isolated from the
family show both of these behavioral deviations, and when grow older, they show paradoxical
agonistic responses to social and non-social rewards. These data elucidate the safe-haven behaviors
and the behavioral turning-off of the attachment system at reunion as the basis of secure-base
behavior in marmosets.
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