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The third survey in the framework of a longitudinal sociolinguistic study,
was conducted in 2008 in Okazaki City, Aichi Pref., Japan, following the previous
surveys conducted 35 years and 55 years earlier. The survey aims to answer the
following questions; How has the usage of honorific expressions changed in the city
over a half century? What are the conditions of changes in the use and awareness of
honorifics?

We observed explicit changes, such as a decrease in use of honorifics in
private family settings and an increased awareness of switching and suiting one’s
honorific expressions to the listeners or the referents. On the base of the data obtained
from the surveys, we have revised and extended our databases for the longitudinal
sociolinguistic studies on the honorific expressions in Japanese language.
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