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This project was operated as the sixth of our research series conducted by Katsuhiko Kondo,
Laboratory of Plant Chromosome and Gene Stock, Graduate School of Science, Hiroshima University
and then, shifted to Laboratory of Plant Genetics and Breeding Science, Department of Agriculture,
Faculty of Agriculture, Tokyo University of Agriculture collaborated with Laboratory of Systematic and
Evolutionary Botany, Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences after the agreement on
academic and educational exchange between Hiroshima University and Chinese Academy of Sciences.
Additionally, our sixth international research collaboration has included more members of Russian
teams not only from Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow State University, Moscow State
Pedagogical University, and Orenburg State Pedagogical Univesity but also from Altai State University
and Bryat State University after the agreement on academic and educational exchange between



Hiroshima University and Moscow State Pedagogical University. We also made a research collaboration
with Mongolian teams such as Hovd State University. Thus, we had made more wider research progress
in floristic elements in East Asia from the Japanese archipelago to the west-most extreme of Mts. Altai.

This research series has been continued for 26 years as one of the oldest and the longest-team project
supported by the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology and later
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science. Our research main interests have been to clarify and justify
chromosome morphology as well as function by using the orthodox methodologies to molecular
cytogenetics and also molecular systematics to molecular phylogenetics among the wild plant species
commonly found in Japan and East Eurasia to the westmost Altai Mountains to study floristic
organization, composition, and finally the origin of Japanese flora.

The Eighth Official Meeting of Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology and Russian Ministry of Science Technology held in December 2005 selected and accepted
our continuous research collaboration between Kondo’s Japanese team and Shmakov’s Russian team.
We also have been proposing the Japan-Russian Cooperative Research Program between Tokyo
University of Agriculture and Altai State University. Thus, our joint research program during the years
of 2007-2011 was continuously progress, success and concluded at the end of March, 2011.
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