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Multiculturalism and Social Justice

(Paul Dumouchel)

Social justice is the question of the fair distribution of wealth
and resources, multiculturalism the claim that this distribution cannot be fair if it
fails to consider cultural, ethnic, linguistic and other group differences. Our research
was mainly reality driven rather than theoretically determined and our results reflect
changes in reality between its beginning and end. These changes proceeded from the
quickening of globalization and growing political importance of terrorism. In consequence
of which discourses on multiculturalism have often been replaced by issues of national
security which are then invoked to reject claims based on group differences.
Simultaneously discourses on social justice have been profoundly reorganized in response
to globalization. We assist to the universal growth of inequality while claims of social
Justice are rejected in the name of a more difficult international environment. Our main
result is that questions of social justice and multiculturalism can no longer be addressed
within each society individually and are now inseparable from issues of social and
political international justice.
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