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WFIEE R OB R (J€30) : We have proposed a character recognition method for consecutive
handwritten characters written in Japanese historical documents and implemented a pro-
totype recognition program based on this method. In our method, structures of the cha-
racters are represented by feature graphs and dictionary storing known characters is pre-
pared for character recognition. The similarities between feature graphs of target charac-
ters and dictionary characters are calculated, and the target character is recognized as the
dictionary character with the highest similarity. The computational experiment using our
proposed method has been done for the characters written in The Tale of Genji. As the re-
sult, we have the recognition rates 76.6% for non-consecutive target characters and 54% for
consecutive target characters.
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