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W R OB (J€30) : From the perspective of eliminating the workforce shortages facing
regional industry, the Industrial Training and Technical Internship Program has up until
now proved a "cunning" system. This is because it has largely succeeded in introducing
temporary, inexpensive unskilled labor while preserving political measures against
admitting unskilled foreign labor. Although in fact there are over 100,000 foreigners
pursuing unskilled labor in Japan, they are temporary and therefore do not end up settling
permanently there. There is the risk of foreigners absconding, but this risk is kept low by
working through sending and accepting organizations. Both Japan and China ostensibly
respect the goal of "contributing to the international community through Industrial
Training and Technical Internships". However, their actual goals are to secure a good
quality workforce for the Japanese, and to save money in a short amount of time for the
Chinese. For this reason, the foreign trainees and technical interns must meet the
expectation of being a diligent workforce. On the other hand, the Japanese enterprises
must continue to pay foreign trainees and technical interns a salary that allows them to
meet their savings goals while guaranteeing them minimum labor/housing environments.
If there comes a time when these conditions are not fulfilled, the smooth operation of the
system will become impaired.
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