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The Research in the Socio-cultural Meanings of The Natural
Funeral (shizensou)-focused on death and the cultural disposal of
the skeletal remains
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The results that was given through this study are the followings.

(1) 1 researched the preceding studies of the Ryoubosei distributed in the Kinki region
in an early-modern times, and practiced fieldwork in some communities. The Ryoubosei
is the mortuary practices which are characterized by the two kinds of grave, called



the Umebaka and the Mairibaka. Then | observed that the skeletal remains and the soul
had not always been considered the indivisible existence. This fact means that the
negative (and radical) attitude against the remains worship, found out among people
upholding ashes scattering today, had been included in the tradition of the Ryoubosei .

(2) I gave attention also to the Mubosei, the mortuary practices without any gravestone,
which existed in the early-modern times. That has four characteristics, that is to
say, cremation, ashes scattering, no graves and no visit to a grave. These
characteristics are the same ones as modern natural funeral (shizensou), and therefore
the Mubosei is likely to be an archetype of shizensou.

(3) Ashes scattering as a ritual without any specific religion has been found out
regularly, through my observations. That is, whether people upholding ashes
scattering are the believers of the specific religion or not, the selected space and
time for scattering are sanctified, which is to say, the ritual of ashes scattering
appears itself as the sacred for a while. This kind of ritual, even if it is done
by nonreligious people, means sanctification of the personality of the dead, which
is in accord with the slogan of ““ Settle the gravestone into our heart! >~

(4) This research, at first, has been begun on the hypothesis that the movement of
shizensou means a phenomenon returning to animism, which is the belief in the spirit
of various natural objects. The reason is that | knew some stereotyped and repeated
statements such as, “ He has returned to nature® or = She could have returned to
nature ” . For checking out this hypothesis, | practiced a questionnaire to 315
respondents belonging to the association that supports ashes scattering. Then, a
small number of respondents agreed with the concept that the soul of the dead person
go into a natural object after ashes scattering, and exist eternally as the spirit
of it. On the contrary, many respondents have tendency that not to believe or sure
of the existence of the soul after death. Therefore, the original hypothesis has to
be denied on these evidences.
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