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This study suggested the impairment and development of emotional expression and
understanding of emotion in children with high functional autism (HFA) as follows. (1)
Examining the previous inconsistent researches of the understanding of emotions indicated
that children with HFA could process the emotions consciously by compensating with high
level of verbal abilities, but could not unconsciously. (2) Longitudinal study revealed that
children with autism could regulate emotions by forming the secured relationship of an
attachment figure. However, they could not form the psychological secure relationship of an
attachment figure, but the instrumental secure relationship.(3) Handicapped children
without autism could understand the facial emotion (anger, happy, sad) photographs of
themselves, but children with HFA could not. (4)Children with HFA showed the stronger
feeling of isolations and weaker competence of socialibity than children with typical
development in the childhood, and especially, the differences were significant in 4th ~ 6th
grade of elementary school. That result indicated the relation between the feeling of
isolation, the weak competence of sociability and secondary disabilities of children with
HFA, e.g. school non-attendance, depression.
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