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WP R OMETE  (3530) : The results of this study suggest that TIMP-1 plays a primary role
in the prevention of articular cartilage destruction in its early stage but that TIMP-3
gradually takes over this role. Also, TGF-B was shown to regulate these TIMPs and act
as a suppressor of articular cartilage destruction. These results suggest that TIMP-1

and TIMP-3 are closely involved in preventing the progression of joint disorders such

as OA.
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