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Treaty Revision of Meiji Japan has been regarded as a history of the persistent quest
for the restoration of a significant portion of sovereignty, such as tariff autonomy or
abandonment of consular jurisdiction. This research project, however, clarifies,
through elaborately tracing the process of negotiation, that the revision started with a
demand more fitted to the capability of Japan at that time, the partial improvement of
the practice of treaties. As this negotiation failed, Japanese government hastened to
the restoration of whole jurisdiction with some compensations, which faced the
repulsions of domestic nationalism. Today, we live under various important treaties. To
wisely practice them or revise them, this project goes back to the origin of such lives
and reconstructs its historical experience.
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