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Laicité is the form of the principle of separation of church and state specific
in France. It has taken an established form by the law of 1905. Mainstream narratives
about the becoming of /aicité tend to depict it as a process in which anticlerical or
liberal Republicans oppose the Catholic Church and congregations. Nevertheless this
narrative has some serious inherent problems, i.e., it often fails to seize relations
between Islam and /aicité. This perspective led our research to the hypothesis that the
mainstream narratives are determined by a postcolonial social structure.
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