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W R OB R (J£30) : This research examines the cultural change of Ainu society in the
Meiji period. In particular, it focuses on the transition of cultural activities among an Ainu
group in the central Hokkaido around the Merji 20s when the Japanese colonial
government pushed forward radical development and urbanization to this area and
attempts to explain what kind of influences their society received from colonization by
Japanese government in the modern period, and how their socio-cultural changed. The
result of examinations shows that their cultural activities had changed from the traditional
style and way in greater or less degree. Especially Jomante which is the most important
and fundamental ritual in the Ainu religion had drastically changed. Results of this
research show the hypothesis that these transitions before and after the Merji 20s were a
reflection of the colonial development and policy.
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