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In recent decades, social and psychological researchers have discussed
whether various social and technical changes, such as the spread of ICT use and changes in family
structure, are changing interpersonal relationships. Findings based on empirical data are
accumulating in Europe and the United States. In Japan, however, there is little data available to
compare contemporary interpersonal relationships with the past, and the available data sets also
have several flaws. When compared to Europe and the United States, Japanese researchers suffer the
lack of open data to make the comparison. To breakthrough this situation, in early 2022, we
conducted a replicated survey of the National Personal Network Survey, which was conducted in early
2005. With this dataset open to all researchers, this research project has developed a foundation
for comparing Japanese interpersonal relationships before and after the spread of SNS and
smartphones.
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