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Fibrinogen-like protein-1 gFGL—l) has been identified as an
autoimmunity-related molecule in the mouse model of Sjogren’ s syndrome. FGL-1 may play key role in
the onset or progression of autoimmune diseases. In our hypothesis, communication between the target
organs and the other organs controls the cellular or molecular mechanisms of autoimmunity,
suggesting that the immune system is precisely maintained by organ-organ communication. In addition,
the regulatory mechanism of the expression of the identified molecules and the detailed molecular
mechanisms of the onset and progression of autoimmunity via the molecules was analyzed using mouse
models and patients with autoimmune diseases from multiple aspects. FGL-1 concentration of the sera
in the patients with SS was significantly increased compared with that in controls. Our project may
be useful for development of new clinical application including pathogenesis-based diagnosis and
therapy.
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