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Interdisciplinary research on autism across philosophy and medical science:
Deleuzian philosophy and autistic studies
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The objective of this research project has been the redefinition of the
human being through interdisciplinary studies of autism spectrum disorder. Ultimately, one of the
conceptual tools deemed most valuable by our team in this enterprise was the pair of concepts S1/S2
as deployed in Lacanian psychoanalysis. This concept aims to portray the mechanism whereby a newborn

human being verbalises the primal impact it receives through the reciprocity with its society.
Using this concept our project has brought to light the fact that, just as, architecture designed to
cater to the majority structurally refuses minoritarian bodies, so likewise everyday language (aka
S2) is designed for majoritarian usage, giving rise to cases where those whose body and sensibility
do not easily adopt its modes are thereby rejected from its pale.
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