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The main findings of the research can be summarised in three main areas.
(1) The actual situation of the pair of domestic rituals called "Naandhimukha® and "Punyaha*
practiced in both Vedic and Tantrika traditions in South India has been studied, and the historical
formation of these rituals and their cultural-historical significance have been clarified to a
considerable extent. (2) Focusing on the "abhiseka®™ among the kingship rituals of the Travancore
royal family, which had an extensive territory in South India, we prepared the first critical
edition and Japanese translation of manuscripts of the rituals, and laid the foundation for
comparison with other abhiseka rituals in various parts of India. (3) Research into the families,
organisations and communities that maintain both Vedic and Tantric ritual traditions in Kerala has
revealed a considerable amount about the realities of the relationship between people and the

various rituals.

Kerala kingship ritual South India abhiseka nandimukha punyaha Travancore
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