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This study examines how ancient Greek and Roman thought and literature were
employed as the foundation of cultural identity in modern European nation-states during the 18th and
19th centuries. The primary finding is that the appropriation of ancient imagery, particularly the
reconstruction of historical narratives, played a crucial role in utilizing ancient representations
during the formation of modern European nation-states. For instance, in early modern France, ancient
representations, particularly those embodying masculine virtues such as sublimity and heroism, were
deemed fundamental to cultural identity. Consequently, classical Greek and Roman thought and

literature were regarded as exemplary norms in literary education.
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