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A considerable amount of time has passed since English became recognised as
the lingua franca of the engineering world. During this time, the number of foreign faculty members
has increased markedly, and lectures on campus are now also being given in English. However, the
majority of Japanese engineering graduate students are writing their doctoral theses in Japanese.
The aim of this research is to identify the academic, psychological and linguistic barriers that
Japanese engineering graduate students face when writing their doctoral dissertations in English,
and to promote the use of English for doctoral dissertations. To this end, 1) we will investigate
the current state of graduate education in English at national engineering universities. 2) We will
investigate the needs of Japanese graduate students for support in writing their dissertations in
English. 3) We will investigate the role of English-language authors in writing dissertations in
Japanese and English.
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Pedagogical Design to Enhance Research Writing Competencies in Japanese
Graduate Students of Science and Engineering in Collaboration with Disciplinary Faculty
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