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Previous studies have shown that the issues in English for Academic Purposes

(EAP) education at Japanese universities include lack of culturally appropriate frameworks for
quality assurance (QA) and professional development (PD), as well as inadequate linkage with
students’ disciplinary studies. To comprehensively address these issues, this study developed two
conceptual benchmark models that fit the context of Japanese universities based on the BALEAP' s
accreditation criteria: one for university EAP curriculum QA and the other for EAP teacher core
competency. The development involved (1) investigating accreditation criteria and practice by
interviewing curriculum managers in Japan and abroad, (2) examining the applicability of existing
EAP teacher competency frameworks to the Japanese context, and (3) developing online resources and a
website to publish the benchmark models and a self-assessment tool system for individual EAP

teachers to reflect on their teaching practices.
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