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In this research project, specialists in multiple disciplines, including

Japanese history, Japanese literature, comparative literature, art history, architectural history,
Buddhism history, and Korean history, collaborated closely to examine unique aspects of the cultural
phenomenon known as the "Kokufu Bunka® flourished from the tenth to twelfth centuries in Japan. By
putting the phenomenon within the broad context of East Asian history, they concluded that the
so-called "Japanese national culture” was a combination of "The Tang style culture that had already
been lost or no longer popular in China™ and "The culture that had been existing in Japan". The
project, at the same time, clarified that the "Japanese national culture” was to some extent

influenced by the "fragments of contemporaneous Chinese culture™ as well as by the "imported Chinese
goods (KARAMONO) of the time".
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