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Comprehensive Study of Legal Systems for the Protection of Cultural Properties
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The foundations of Japan®s laws for the protection of cultural heritage were

laid in the early to mid-Meiji period, and nearly 150 years have passed since their enactment.
However, their historical significance and the process of transition have not been academically
examined. In particular, the Imperial Museum established in 1889 and the Law for the Preservation of
Ancient Temples and Shrines enacted in 1889 have a close relationship, but this has not been
thoroughly discussed. In this study, we organized documents from the Meiji period kept at the Nara
National Museum and clarified the details of the transfer of cultural properties from shrines and
temples. Using these and other historical documents such as old photographs, we aimed to clarify the
legal system for the protection of cultural properties in the Meiji era and the aspects of the
establishment of the Imperial Museum, especially the process of establishing the modern concept of
cultural property protection.
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