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This study aimed to gain a deeper understanding of the ways in which
long-term refugees create economic activities and the impact these activities have on host
societies. To this end, it compared the economic activities of refugees in mega camps and
settlements in Asia and Africa. It examined how various factors, including state policies, the
environment, history, culture, and time, influence the creation and development of these economic
activities.

The findings of this research have two significant implications: They prompt a fundamental
reconsideration of the conventional image of "dependent refugees,”™ which has been the basis of
traditional refugee support. They establish perspectives and methodologies focused on the social
and cultural practices of people who create "places™ imbued with meaning In time and space.
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