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The Juvenile Law was revised in 2021 after discussions on lowering the
applicable age for juvenile offenders. This research is a study on the legal theories and systems
related to this revision.

As a result of research conducted in domestic penal institutions and juvenile facilities, as well
as in the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, Scandinavia, the following findings were made
clear: (1)all countries have special provisions for juveniles and young offenders, and these
provisions have common necessity and rationality; (2)these countries also have similar special
provisions for young adults; and (3) there are special categories of procedures and treatment
according to the a%e and offense of the subject person.

This study clarified that it is necessary and reasonable for Japan to establish special procedures

according to age and crime and establish more diverse punishments and dispositions by establishing
special provisions for young people up to about 25 years of age.
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