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Research on the conflict minerals issue in DRC has led to the conclusion
that the international community"s regulation on conflict minerals has not changed the mechanism
linking conflict and resources, and has not functioned as a means of conflict resolution. The system

of distributing only certified conflict-free minerals has problems upstream in the supply chain.
Neighboring countries continue to intervene in the conflict in eastern DRC, and the political
dynamics in the Great Lakes region of Africa are not conducive to conflict resolution. Military
masculinity is a major structural factor contributing to the prevalence of sexual violence as a
weapon of conflict, among other gross human rights violations. Pressure from the international
community has not been a sufficient force to change the mechanisms of conflict. The research results
were presented at conferences, and summarized in papers, and policy recommendations for improvement
were published.
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