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Elucidation of primary healthcare services to improve health coverage in rural
communities in Papua New Guinea
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This study aimed to elucidate the optimal level of range and quality of
primary health services in rural Papua New Guinea communities which are facing the double burden of
communicable and non-communicable diseases, using an interdisciplinary approach. The spread of the
new coronavirus infection made the survey extremely difficult to conduct, however, the following
results were found. (1) The problematic diseases recognized by the general population were asthma,
breast cancer, uterine cancer, and tuberculosis. (2) Medical surveys identified a need to improve
anemia in infants and adult women. Dietary surveys suggested inadequate energy, carbohydrate, and
protein intake. (3) A reduction in time costs would be helpful in promoting the use of existing
health services, such as treatment of acute infectious diseases and hospital delivery.
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