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This study analyses the most fundamental aspect of the future of
geological disposal policy in Japan - what criteria citizens use to accept or reject geological
disposal policy - from a social acceptability approach, using citizens® meeting questionnaire data.

It was found that it is difficult to change citizens® policy preferences in favour of, against or
neutral towards a geological disposal policy through dialogue with experts or among citizens, and
that it is not reasonable to make the formation of a majority the objective of public dialogue. This

study also clarified the importance of promoting information disclosure and citizen participation,
which are concerns about the policy process shared by many citizens, as well as the importance of
considering gradual and flexible disposal methods.
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