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Japan faces a situation where the health and environmental impacts and their

potential from radioactive materials have been called into question due to the Fukushima nuclear
accident. Philosophy and ethics in general have not been able to provide a satisfactory response to
this situation. Hence, this research aimed to renew the framework of environmental ethics based on
listening to testimonies from those affected by the disaster. From the interviews, it became clear
that many of those affected are actively dealing with the damages from the nuclear accident on their
own. On the other hand, through literature research, it was revealed that the guidelines of
nuclear-related organizations such as the ICRP and the administrative policies based on them have a
tendency to violate the autonomy of those affected. An environmental ethics that respects the
autonomy of those affected was then conceived, referring to the ideas of thinkers such as G. Anders
and H. Jonas.
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