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This study examines changes in perceptions of the rights of persons with
intellectual disabilities as citizens in the United States. Focusing on military service, marriage,
and reproductive rights, among other civil rights, in the first half of the twentieth century, the
study analyzes the debate among directors of institutions for the intellectually disabled, doctors,
and those involved in the eugenics movement, over whether these rights should be stripped or granted

to persons with intellectual disabilities. In doing so, we see the changes in the abilities and
characteristics required to exercise their rights as citizens, as well as in the government policy
toward the intellectually disabled during this period.
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