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Legitimacy for Shugendo, Supported by Forged Origins and History

Tsuyoshi, Kawasaki
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This research is aim to disclose the process by which a unique narrative of
the origins and history of Shugendo was developed, while following the framework of the history of
Japanese Buddhism transmitted through the three countries.

Focusing mainly on the origins of Omine, considered the most sacred mountain in Japan, it was
disclosed that a history of pilgrimages and sutra burials by the emperor, high priests and ascetics
was created in the late Heian period, reflecting the actual state of faith in Kinpusen and Kumano,
which are at either end of Omine, but extending these pilgrimages and sutras burials to the entire
Omine mountain range, and that the rituals of mountain worship were developed based on this forged
history, while at the same time the narrative of the history of Japanese Buddhism was updated by
this forged history.

This research was also made into the quality of their writings and the image of their author.
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