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eighteenth-century women poets
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The first part focused on Mary Robinson. By analyzing her response to the

French Revolution in its spirit of liberty and in her use of Promethean myth, the research
identified an origin of the revolutionary visions found in Percy Shelley, in Robinson. The second
part established Helen Maria Williams as an important predecessor to William Wordsworth in the
literature of the imagination. By an analysis of Helen Maria Williams’ s poetry and prose,
especially her translation of Ramond de Carbonnieres’ s “ Observations on the Glacieres and the
Glaciers,” which had a strong influence on Wordsworth, in comparison with the translation of the
same text by William Coxe, Williams’ s understanding of the idea of the imagination is shown to have
a remarkably strong affinity with that of Wordsworth’ s. The study as a whole supports the view
that English romanticism emerged as an interiorization of the political idealism of the women poets

of the revolutionary period.
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