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The Morphosyntax of RARE and Potential Predicates in Tohoku Dilalects
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This study has put forward a novel approach to the formation of /rare/ in
potential and passive constructions in Japanese, which claims that /rare/ is not a single morpheme
and needs to be decomposed into an array of distinct formatives /r/, /a/, and /e/. Specifically, we
argue under the framework of Distributed Morphology (Marantz 1997, 2001, among many others) that the

distribution of those formatives is determined in terms of the configurational vP structure. We
have also shown that our analysis is empirically motivated by facts from dialectal variations on
potential and passive predicates spoken in dialects in Tohoku region.
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