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This study began with the examination of subjunctive mood usage in negative
syntactic environments in the Middle High German text ‘ Das Nibelungenlied’ , and it was ascertained
that the three types of sentence negation and the mood selection of the subordinate clause
correlate with each other. Thus, when corpus analysis revealed that the Old High German indefinite
pronoun ‘ wiht’ frequently occurs with genitive nouns in non-affirmative syntactic situations, the
initial research goal was modified to focus on this phenomenon. The data revealed that * wiht’ with
genitive nouns shows the non-specificity of the referential object in contrast to nominative or
accusative nouns. Moreover, in a subordinate clause that contains a reflexive pronoun, mood can be
selected by the reflexive pronoun’ s antecedent, if it is expressed in the matrix clause.
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(1) und saget ouch miner swester, daz si niht laze daz, sine rite zuo zir vriunden
(Nibelungenlied 733.3-4)

(2) ez enlebet so starker niemen, er nemieze Iigen tot (Nibelungenlied 1079.2)
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(3) ni meid sih, suntar sie ougti, then gotes sun sougti (Otfrid 1.11,38)
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(4) Wola ward thio brusti, thio Krist io gikisti (Otfrid 1.11,39)
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(5) a. ,Ih ni haben“ quad siu, ,in wir wiht gommannes sar.“ (Otfrid 11.14,49)
b. tha ni habes gomman (Otfrid 11.14,51)
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(6) so fadum; zi andremo scal, / sih; untar in ruartin, (Otfrid 1V.29,41-42)
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(7) a. Bat er; sih; ketrencan daz uuip, thaz thara quam.



(Christus und die Samariterin 6)
b. then forasagon maron, ther sih; thiu brét; hiaz meron. (Otfrid 111.7,86)
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(8) Karl; lies Paul *sich; / ihnj rasieren.
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