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A historical study of Japanese linguistics in the classical Chinese studies in
Edo era with a focus on the Kobunji school
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The purpose of this study was to gain a general understanding of the state
of Japanese language studies in early modern Japan, without being partial to Kokugaku, by closely
examining references to the Japanese language in the studies of early modern Chinese scholars, which

have been the main focus of Confucian studies and Chinese literature in Japan. Specifically, it was
examined the language studies of the founding fathers of the Ko-bunji-gakuha(school), namely, from
the perspective of references to the Japanese language, as well as the language studies of the
followers and associates of the school after founding fathers such as Ogyu Sorai, Dazai Shundai,
Hori Keizan, and Ichikawa Kakumei .
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