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A Factual Study of the Boshin War and Nouhei (farmers® soldiers) and Grassroots
Corps in the Tohoku and Northern Kanto Areas
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In conventional studies, swordsmanship has been understood as a privilege
of the samurai based on the status system that divided the samurai and the common people. However,
this study reveals that the common people consistently had the freedom to practice swordsmanship
throughout the Edo period. Moreover, as foreign crises became more apparent, the shogunate issued a
decree in 1849 (Kaei 2) to strengthen sea defenses, requiring clans to prepare their coastlines.
This was a landmark decree that i1ncorporated not only samurai but also peasants, townspeople, and
other common swordsmen into the national defense system. The farmers®soldiers system made it
possible for those who were not samurai to wear a sword. The traditional system of authorizing the
wearing of a sword was drastically changed. The farmer-soldier system at the end of the Edo period
made it possible for commoners to wear a sword at once.
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