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The right of sanctuary in the Frankish kingdom
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The right of sanctuary, which had been largely recognized in the Merovingian
period (ca. 481~751) was restricted during the Carolingian period. The purpose of this study was to
reexamine this transformation in the context of the relationship between the state and the church
in the Frankish kingdom. In analyzing the role of the church and churchmen in the resolution of

conflicts, | propose some fresh ideas about the “ decline” of this legal institution in the
Carolingian kingdom. This study contributes also to clarifying the perception of the right of

sanctuary in the Carolingian period.
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