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Investigating the transition of dynasties at the end of the Middle Kingdom

Yazawa, Ken
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Due to the expansion of the Asian population in the Nile Delta, it has long
been believed that the ruling class of the indigenous dynasty at the end of the Middle Kingdom
(around 17 century B. C.) was forced to relocate from the Memphite area to Thebes. Recent scholarly
discussions, however, have challenged this idea, leaving the nistory of this period largely unknown.

This study examined archaeological data primarily obtained from Dahshur North cemetery, with the
aid of historical and morphometrical methods, to reconstruct the history of that period. The result
shows that the archaeological evidence between Memphite and Theban areas shares the same
characteristics, which supports the idea that there was a population migration from Memphis to
Thebes at the end of the Middle Kingdom.
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Dahshur North [117: New Kingdom Tomb of Ipay and its Vicinity
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