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The research focused on a politics of place on the island of Lampedusa in
the Mediterranean, known as the island where migrants from the south arrive. The original plan was
to address this issue by uncovering and clarifying the local memories of the place in particular
through interviews with many islanders. But, due to the pandemic of COVID-19, we changed the purpose

and the method of research. Therefore, we analyzed various processes unfolding on a broader scale
through the theories of critical geopolitics and logistics, and from there, examined the meanings of
cultural and social practices expressed in the politics of place at Lampedusa. It became clear that
while the desire to be subordinate to the “ center” (the Italian state) was hegemonic in the
island as “ periphery”, autonomous desires and geographical imaginations to open oneself to the sea,
or, the Mediterranean, were being formed.
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