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Japanese criminal law adopts the complicity system that distinguishes
between coprincipals, instigators and aiders. Nevertheless, In practice, it is characteristic in
that most of those involved in the crime are punished as principals. Therefore, this study compared
Japanese criminal law with international criminal law, Italian criminal law, Danish criminal law,
and Austrian criminal law, all of which adopt the monistic system of the principals. As a result, it

is clear that Japanese criminal law, both practically and theoretically, is in a similar situation
to those jurisdictions. It was also confirmed that, theoretically speaking, a theory of complicity
based on the monistic system is more appropriate.
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