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This research project examined the role of religion in Peace, Conflict and Development. Using
examples from South Asia, it found that the concept of religion was indispendable yet inadequate to
peacebuilding and development and contributed to the development of post-western International
Relations.

This research project paved the way for the reconceptualisation of religion
as a "relational cosmology® in (post-western) International Relations theory including Peace and
Conflict and Development Studies.The principal research achievements of the project were as follows:

1) the publication of 9 journal articles as a result of international collaboration (of which 8
were peer-reviewed); 2) two edited volumes: Rethinking Peace, Rowman and Littlefield, 2019; and
Religion and Nationalism in Asia, Routledge 2019; 3) a co-authored book, Sikh Nationalism (Cambridge

University Press, 2021); and 4) a Special Issue of the British International Studies Association
(BISA) journal Review of International Studies (Vol. 28, No. 5, 2022) which | co-edited. In
addition, 1 gave 20 presentations (of which 16 were invited and two were keynotes) and co-organized
a colloquium through the International Political Science Association (IPSA) Religion and Politics
research committee which I chair in 2023.
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This research project seeks to explore alternative approaches to liberal peacebuilding rooted in local

religious and cultural traditions. The key scientific question framing the research proposal isthe following:

to what extent can religion play a role in ‘local’ peacebuilding and development projects in the Global
South? Building upon previous attempts to articulate a “post-secular” approach to Human Security (Shani
2014), it sought to examine the role of religion in local attempts at conflict resolution and peacebuilding in
Asia. In order to answer the primary research question listed above, the proposed project attempted to
answer the following sub-questions: First, to what extent is the local context taken into account in attempts
at conflict resolution and peacebuilding by the organizations examined? Second, what is meant by the ‘local’
and what role do ‘local’ actors play in formulating peacebuilding and development initiatives? Third, what
role does culture and religion in particular play in framing ‘local’ concerns and to what extent is it taken

out in peacebuilding and development? Finally, to what extent is the ‘local’ constructed and used as a
discourse to attract funding by international donors?

This research project explored alternative approaches to liberal peacebuilding rooted in local religious and
cultural traditions. It sought to explore the extent to which religion can play arole in ‘local’ peacebuilding
and development projects in the Global South with particular reference to South Asia.

The extent to which religion plays arole in the construction of the ‘local’ as asite for peacebuilding, conflict
resolution and development was elucidated with reference to the Global South in the proposed research. In
FY 2019, a thorough literature review was conducted on the role of religion in peacebuilding, conflict
resolution and development. Empirical research was conducted and presentations were given in Greece,
Thailand and Egypt. Unfortunately, due to the COVID global pandemic, | was unable to carry out field
research in FY2020-21 but | did organize and convene a series of panels at the International Studies
Association (ISA) Annual Convention and International Political Science Association (IPSA) World
Congress online in which | presented the theoretical outlines of the research project. In FY 2022-23, | was
based as a Visiting Professor in the Department of International Relations at the London School of
Economics and Political Science (LSE) from September 2022 to June 2023 where | completed my
theoretical research into the role of religion in peacebuilding, conflict resolution and development in the
Global South and gave a keynote presentation at the 5 International Academic Conference on Human
Security in Belgrade, Serbia as well asinvited presentations at L SE and Jagiellonian University, Poland in
FY 2022 and subsequently at Sciences Po, Paris, Aberystwyth University, Leeds University, UK in FY 2023.
In addition, | co-organized a colloquium through the International Political Science Association (IPSA)
Religion and Politics Research Committee (RC43) on the relationship between religion and nationalism
including panels on peacebuilding and conflict resolution at Queen’s University Belfast UK beforereturning
to Japan in June 2023 where | summarized my research in presentations at the International Studies
Association (ISA) Asia-Pacific Conference at Waseda University (August 9, 2023).

This research project paved the way for the reconceptualisation of religion as a 'relational cosmology' in
(post-western) International Relationstheory including Peace and Conflict and Development Studies. The
principal research achievements of the project were asfollows: 1) the publication of 9 journal articlesas a
result of international collaboration (of which 8 were peer-reviewed); 2) two edited volumes. Rethinking
Peace, Rowman and Littlefield, 2019; and Religion and Nationalism in Asia, Routledge 2019; 3) a co-
authored book, Sikh Nationalism (Cambridge University Press, 2021); and 4) a Special Issue of the British
International Studies Association (BISA) journal Review of International Studies (Vol. 28, No. 5, 2022)
which | co-edited. In addition, | gave 20 presentations (of which 16 were invited and two were keynotes)
and co-organized a colloquium through the International Political Science Association (IPSA) Religion and
Politics research committee which | chair from May 31-June 2, 2023.
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