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This research project succeeds in clarifying the class of practical and
acceptable social evaluation rules by axiomatic analysis, and shows that practical methods of social
evaluation under the assumption of a system of axioms that seems both mathematically and
normatively plausible are limited to a class of generalizations of rank-weighted utilitarianism and
multi-threshold generalized sufficientarism. Furthermore, we empirically show what advantages and
disadvantages may arise in the key methods of evaluating welfare that have been proposed so far
(life satisfaction as happiness, health equivalent income, multidimensional poverty index, monetary
index, etc.), and demonstrate that the use of life satisfaction, monetary scale, and equivalent
income index may have serious problems in evaluating the living standards of the poor.
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