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Socioeconomic status and children®s cognitive ability in Japan
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This study explored the relationship between socioeconomic status (SES) and
academic achievement and analyzed how the impact of SES on academic achievement in Japan changes
over time. Using data from two international assessments, PISA and TIMSS, the study estimated the
impact of SES on academic achievement in reading, math, and science at age 15 (PISA), and in math
and science at ages 10 and 14 (TIMSS). The results showed that the impact of SES has been increasing

since the early 2000s in both PISA and TIMSS surveys. One of the goals of compulsory education is
to mitigate the academic achievement gap caused by the differences in SES. However, the results of
the analysis indicate that compulsory education in Japan does not sufficiently lessen the effects of

SES among 10- to 14-year-olds.
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