©
2019 2023

Study on the Survival of Small-Scale Traditional Craft Businesses in Japan

Takashima, Chisako

2,800,000

240

This study clarified how small-scale traditional crafts production areas in
Japan have sustained its businesses from the three aspects of commercial value, historical and
artistic value, and value as part of the local culture. Specifically, the study looked at handmade
Japanese paper, which is difficult to maintain as an industry, and ceramics and cutlery, which have
relatively large production value. As a result, it was found that small-scale production areas have
continued its business by keeping and developing their own custom-made and art-related markets,
while focusing on hand-made and emphasizing historical and artistic values. It also has close
relation with local culture. Craftsmen in small-scale production area are responsible for all

process of raw material procurement, production, and sales. Their successors have chosen the path of
craftsmanship as a way of life.
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Chisako Takashima

The Survival of Small-Scale Traditional Craft Businesses:Japanese Handmade Paper Production “ Sekishu Washi”
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Creativity of crafts - How and why the agglomeration of craftspersons and small businesses stimulates innovation in crafts
industries-

Association for Cultural Economics International

2023

2022

240

C D, , , , , , , 2020

240




