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The purpose of this study was to consier the dynamics of reconfiguration of
ethnic boundaries and the functions of boundaries through the qualitative research in Osaka. In
Osaka, where many Zainichi Koreans have historically been living in Japan, the number of migrants
with more diverse backgrounds has been increasing in recent years, and some areas are in a situation

that could be called “ super-diversity."

What the study has founded in these areas is a gradual reconfiguration of ethnic boundaries. For
example, whereas previously a solid ethnic boundary was drawn between Japanese and Zainichi Koreans,
today Japanese and Zainichi Koreans rather tend to find differences with the new migrants. In other
wgr@sz ethnic boundaries are now drawn more by residential history than by nationality or
ethnicity.
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