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This study focuses on competencies established by the German Sachunterricht
(Living Environment Studies) by considering the connection with subsequent history and science
subjects. The unique history and natural science competencies of Living Environment Studies were
established by comparing and examining the curriculum and practical examples used for Sachunterricht
and Living Environment Studies. We attempted to develop Living Environment Studies lessons and an
evaluation model to foster these competencies as a foundation of scientific knowledge. The study
clarified that Living Environment Studies education cultivates the foundations of social and natural
scientific awareness in an integrated manner. This is achieved by converging the functions of
cognitive and non-cognitive competencies. It is a new outlook to overcome the current issues with
Living Environment Studies education in Japan.
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