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Japan-Korea comparative study of the law, system, administration and finance on
the progressive introduction of free education at higher education
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3,300,000

2012

2012 2017
1980

2017 A B C

In higher education, Japan and South Korea have been categorized as
countries with "high tuition and low subsidies,” but both countries have been changing since 2012.
The process was read in terms of the hypothesis of "legal norms (right to education in the
Constitution, equal opportunity in education in the Basic Law, and progressive free education in the
Treaty) decision-making institutional and administrative finance policy change". The 2012
presidential election pledge to halve registration fees (South Korea) and the 2017 general election
pledge to make higher education free (Japan) both appeared to be decision-making by the top
administration. However, in South Korea, the development of a movement by democratization forces for
education since the 1980s, and in Japan, the formation of public opinion by the students involved
in the Corona disaster, were behind the implementation of financial burden reduction and emergency
support measures based on legal norms.
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