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First complete dinosaur skeleton from Japan: implications to the diversity of
Asian dinosaurs prior to K/Pg boundary
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The main results of this study was the naming of two genera of new dinosaurs

(Kamuysaurus japonics and Yamatosaurus izanagii). These studies showed that high diversity of
dinosaurs lived in Japan at the end of the dinosaur era, and further revealed the origin and
evolution of the Hadrosauridae. A study of Yamatosaurus revealed that the origin of the
Hadrosauridae was important in the easternmost region of Asia, including Japan, and a study of
Kamuysaurus showed that the Hadrosauridae diversified in the North American coastline environment.
The occurrences of dinosaur fossils from the marine deposits, where fossil records are rare in the
world, is a characteristic of Japan and future research can be expected.
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