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Malignant pleural mesothelioma (MPM) is an aggressive malignancy of the
pleura that is currently incurable due to the lack of an effective early diagnostic method and
specific medication. To understand how these mutations contribute to MPM tumor growth, we generated
NF2-knockout and NF2/p16 double-knockout (DKO) cell clones using human mesothelial cell lines. cDNA
microarray analysis, quantitative PCR and western blot analyses showed upregulation of fibroblast
growthfactor receptor 2 (FGFR2) and CD24, respectively, in NF2-knockout and NF2/pl6 double-knockout
(DKO) cell clones. These results strongly indicate the potential use of FGFR2 and CD24 as prognostic

markers as well as novel diagnostic and therapeutic targets for MPM.
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