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A Study of the Local People™s Perceptions of Akashi, Japan: from the historical
view
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This study focused on Akashi in Hyogo Prefecture to examine local people®s
perceptions of the area. Along with fieldwork and interviews, the study adopted philological
methods, focusing on the process through which local people®s perceptions are formed and the way
they change through time. Beginning by gathering materials on Akashi to build an archive, the study
moved on to individual researches from the perspectives of 1) farming community, 2) relation to the
sea, and 3) rituals at the shrine in the modern era. Based on the results, the following conclusion
was drawn. Although the “ self-portrait of Akashi” today is largely based on regional
characteristics formed in the Edo period, it has gradually transformed influenced by the prewar
development as a suburban city, and changing industries and evolving lifestyles in the postwar high
economic growth.
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