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This study explored the history of Japanese prostitution in English-speaking

regions (Hawaii, Australia, Alaska, and North America) during the Meiji-Taisho periods. In these
so-called "white settler societies" where Anglo-American whites held dominant social and political
power, labor-intensive industries (such as agriculture, fisheries, and mining) developed and created
a strong demand for prostitution among large male populations. Although the federal government
opposed prostitution, local authorities tolerated it as a necessary evil in order to keep the social
order. Although public prostitution visibly declined in North America and Australia in the early
twentieth century, local authorities in Hawaii tolerated it in order to meet the demand for
prostitution among American soldiers throughout the period before and during World War 11, and
Japanese women continued to be engaged in prostitution.
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