2019 2022

The Cartesians and the tradition of rhetoric in early modern France : from
Petrus Ramus to Bernard Lamy

KUBOTA, Shizuka
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I have endeavored to grasp the characteristics of the arts and sciences in
early modern France, centering on the two major trends of thought, Ramism in the 16th century and
Cartesianism in the 17th century. By focusing on Descartes® early thought on the art of memory, |
reexamined its relevance to Ramism, and then conducted a comparative study of the grammatical theory

and the logic of Ramists and the Port-Royalists. In addition, by focusing on two figures who were
known as ardent Cartesians in the latter half of the 17th century, | attempted to clarify
particularly the reality of the ideas of Madame de Grignan (daughter of the epistolary writer Madame
de Sevigne) and the rhetorical theory of Bernard Lamy.
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